
Minutes of the Columbia County Tourist Development Council special meeting held on Wednesday, June 7, 2017, 

12:00 p.m., Tourist Development Office / IFAS Training Room, 971 W Duval Street, Suite 145, Lake City, FL 32055. 

 

Call to Order: Chairman Ron Williams called the meeting to order at 12:08 pm and he welcomed council members, 

staff, and guests to the meeting.  
 

Roll Call:  TDC members in attendance: Ron Williams, Robert Mann, Melinda Moses, Mahendra Patel, Cecil Shaw, 

Rusty DePratter, Mike Collins, and Nick Patel.  Members absent were Nupur Shukla. A quorum was present.   

Staff in attendance included Paula Vann, Cody Gray, and Michelle Moore.   
 

Introductions:  Guests included Ben Scott (BOCC), Clint Pittman (BOCC), Stew Lilker (CCO), and Carl McKinney (LCR).  
 

Resignation Letter: Tourist Development Council member Cecil Shaw presented his letter of resignation to the 

other members. He said he is moving and his resignation will be effective on August 15th, 2017. A motion was 

made, by Mike Collins, and second by Mahendra Patel, to accept the letter of resignation from Cecil Shaw. The 

motion was approved.  
 

 

Sports Marketing Director Job Description:  Paula Vann went over the revised job description of the Sports 

Marketing Director with the council members. She said the changes were recommendations from the consultants 

and they changed some of the verbiage to match the standard from the sports marketing realm. Paula said she 

added grammatical changes such as commas. Ben Scott said he had reviewed the changes and he wanted to make 

everyone aware there would be a TDC budgetary impact because the pay range would change based on the 

description that was suggested by the consultants.   A motion was made, by Cecil Shaw, and second by Melinda 

Moses, to accept the Sports Marketing Director job description. The motion was approved.  
 

 

Sports Marketing Plan – Next Steps: Ron Williams described some of the next steps in the sports marketing plan 

report. He spoke about the need for expansion of the county recreation with the purchase of property to build 

multi-purpose fields on and he then turned the conversation over to Ben Scott.  

Ben Scott explained the need for multi-purpose fields and purchasing property to build the facility on. He 

mentioned some of the ideas for the use of the property and he talked about hiring a sports marketing director 

who already has experience. Mike Collins asked who is responsible for the upkeep of the facility. A discussion 

ensued by the members on who will be responsible for the facility long term after purchasing the property. Ron 

Williams said once a person is hired then we will sit down and discuss a plan. Nick Patel suggested forming a joint 

venture with the county, TDC, and the city to execute a plan and have a few months of due diligence. Rusty 

DePratter said he was glad to hear due diligence, because there will need to be a lot of due diligence before he 

looks at it. He said he knew of the piece of property and he wouldn’t vote on it today in the current state that it is in 

without due diligence and a plan. Stew Lilker asked where the property was located. Ron Williams told him it is 

inside the county within proximity to Southside Recreation Complex. A motion was made, by Nick Patel, and 

second by Melinda Moses to approve Ben Scott to approach the property owner, ask for a letter of intent, to 

hold the property to the county until the county can come up with a plan. The motion was approved. Mike 

Collins sustained from this motion. 

 
Adjournment: The next TDC meeting will be on Wednesday, July 19, 2017. There being no additional business to 

come in front of the TDC at this time, the meeting was adjourned at 12:40pm.   


